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Appointments 
Tom Hierl, CTO and founder of 
QED and Steve Byars CO0 have 
resigned from the IQE board. 
Both will remain as consultants 
to the Group for twelve months. 
CEO Drew Nelson, commented, 
"It is testament o their support 
and integrity that they are willing 
to step down, to assist our cost 
cutting and restructuring." The 
IQE board now comprises Dr 
GodfrEy Ainsworth, non executive 
chair; Dr Andrew Nelson, presi- 
dent and CEO; Simon Gibson. non 
exec director; Martin Lamb, MD 
Wafer Technology Limited; and Dr 
Michael Scott, sales, marketing 
director. IQE will appoint a third 
non-exec director to re place Glen 
Bressner, who resigned in May 
2oo2. Tim Hawkes, acting CFO 
and Leslie Coventry, company 
secretary, continue to be officers. 
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III-Vs Review compounds the latest goings on... 
Sent to Around, "You know the world is going crazy when the best 
rapper is a white guy; the best golfer is black; Switzerland wins the 
America's Cup; France accuses the US of arrogance; and Germany 
doesn't want to go to war." Something devious about the English 
and cricket might have touched the spot too. 
Slimline laser 
look 
It's not just humans  that suffer 
obesity. Scuttlebuck has it that 
the Pentagon's Airborne Laser 
programme is plagued by the 
weight  of the equipment .That 's  
despite the fact that a modif ied 
Boeing 747 will be carrying it. 
Apparently six of the 14 main 
modules  of the laser gun, 
designed to shoot  down ballis- 
tic missiles at various stages of  
flight, already weigh in at 
82,000 kg (180,O001bs). To 
reduce total weight,  Pentagon 
recently opted to improve the 
laser optics, as well as boost ing 
power  output  to get solid-state 
lasers capable of  25kW power  
airborne, and reach around 
100kW output.  
The first airborne laser gun, 
however,  is expected to be fly- 
ing next  year, regardless of its 
weight. 
Keith Pruden has been named VP 
sales, for Agere Europe replacing 
Denis Regimba[, who is moves to 
VP marketing, for Agere's Client 
Systems Group. Both Pruden and 
Regimbal continue to be based in 
Agere's European HQ in Ascot, UK 
Dr. Kania president of Veeco's 
Metrology division, wilt now 
become president for all of 
Veeco's Metrology and Process 
Equipment business units. Dr. 
Kania reports to Edward H. 
Braun, CEO and chair of the 
board. Dr. Kania, 48, joined Veeco 
in 1998 as CTO. Prior to joining 
Veeco he was a senior manager at 
Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory. 
GPS degrades Tsunehisa Yamashita, a 28-year 
chip industry veteran, has been 
appointed as president o[ Cymer 
Japan, Inc. Yamashita served as 
GM of Teradyne Japan; president 
of Brooks Automation, Japan; and 
in a variety of positions with 
Nikon Corporation, establishing 
Nikon's U.S.-based lithography 
operations in San Bruno, 
California. 
Gossip in San Diego at the end 
of February suggested that the 
actual Iraq war activity would 
be immediately known when 
Global Positioning Systems' 
devices, used in many US vehi- 
cles degraded or ceased to ftmc- 
tion. Reason being the US mili- 
tary which  operates the service 
can degrade signal quality or 
switch off civil signal service 
altogether. But apart f rom 
revealing deduced information, 
GPS disruption may cause wider 
chaos for those who rely on this 
service. Widespread isruption 
in all kinds of traffic - from air- 
liners, ships, and trucks to pas- 
senger vehicles is expected. 
Disruption goes further into oil 
and gas exploration, pipeline 
laying, mobile te lephone servic- 
es, some emergency services 
and a variety of other commer- 
cial activities, all now heavily 
using GPS data. 
Protecting 
national assets 
Country  to country  legal differ- 
ences are intriguing.Take the 
VW-law in Germany against 
wh ich  EU regulators have 
begun legal act ion.They are 
moving to end a 'golden shares' 
system that enables tate gov- 
e rnment  o veto take-over by 
major companies• Lower 
Saxony owns  20% of shares in 
Volkswagen AG. Nobody else is 
al lowed to accumulate voting 
rights above that 20%. German 
federal government  is strongly 
opposed to changes demanded 
by the EU regulators. 
It's vaguely reminiscent  of  the 
legislation developing around 
water utilities in the US when 
acquired by European compa- 
n ies.These have to agree they 
have no rights to the water and 
will not  export  water, before 
acquisit ions can be finally 
approved. 
The language of 
clarification 
The ELI single patent  wrangle 
over languages was lightly high- 
l ighted in a recent tender  to a 
Welsh organisation wh ich  had 
to be made in Welsh. One com- 
pany duly translated its offer 
and submitted this, only to be 
asked by return to clarify ' in 
English' on three points it had 
made. 
A US group of opto journalists 
visited St Andrews University, 
Scotland to listen to Professor 
Wilson Sibbett, the prestigious 
Wardlaw Professor of Physics 
talk on his current  work in ha 
ultrashort-pulse lasers, ultrafast 
photonics  for data corns and 
photonic  systems for photo- 
medicine. 
The group had another  lan- 
guage problem emerge. This 
results from the 'acronymo- 
nious'  use of 'GaN'  'Siggie' (as it 
was referred to by a recent 
condescending press release 
etc. So when one journalist 
raised a quest ion on AIINGa~ 
it was misheard by Professor 
Sibbett as 'Allan Clarke,' and 
simply dismissed with, 'I don't  
know him.' 
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